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Dear Friends,

| am constantly amazed by the wisdom
and great wealth of experience that our
beloved Church possesses about human
nature. During my trip to Turkey to com-
memorate the 1700 anniversary of the
Council of Nicaea, | encountered this wis-
dom once more, as we meditated on the
words of the Nicene Creed. In a different
way, we find this same wisdom in

men and women into practical action.
Lent is the opportunity to set ourselves
free so that we can love.

Is it not often the case that the things we
call our own tend to possess us more than
we possess them? This is exactly what
Jesus means when He says “You cannot
serve both God and Mammon” (Mt 6:24).
Permit me to offer you a practical tip at this

creation” (Mk 16:15) also reflects this
understanding of human nature. For Saint
Augustine’s words ring true for every one
of us: “Our hearts are restless till they rest
in You”. True peace, loving security and
complete human fulfilment are to be
found only in Christ’s Gospel. And so this
missionary command of Jesus serves the
true goal and highest good of man - and
especially of those called to mission,
because it is them who, above all,

the appointment of our new presi-
dent, His Eminence Cardinal Kurt
Koch, by our Holy Father Pope Leo
XIV. We are delighted at this news
and offer him heartfelt welcome.
Please read his message on the
back page of the Mirror.

Another example of the Church’s under-
standing of our human nature, which
again fills me with joy, is the grace of Lent.
The Church grants us this time for spiri-
tual healing. By responding to her call for
renunciation, we gain new freedoms -
freedom to examine and correct our old
habits; freedom to put at the centre of our
life what is truest and most vital, namely
Our Lord Jesus Christ; freedom to translate
our love and compassion for our fellow

-

that we can love.”

“Lent is the opportunity
*¥ tosetourselves free so

most directly experience the pres-
ence and working of God’s love.

In this issue of the Mirror we intro-
duce you to some of these mission-

point: Rather than offering up something
rather trivial this Lent, offer up something
that you know is not good for you or for
your neighbour, because it enslaves you or
takes up too much of your time - for
example television, your mobile phone,
social media or similar habits. And use the
time this frees up for a closer encounter
with Jesus by reading the Scriptures, pray-
ing and engaging in works of charity.

Jesus’ command to “Go out into the whole
world and proclaim the Gospel to all

aries, who in their life and ministry
show how Jesus’ call to mission can bring
salvation and life.

With my profound gratitude to you for
helping us to support these missionaries,
I send you my warmest greetings.
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Father Anton Lésser CP
Ecclesiastical Assistant



Making God’slove'felt - religious sisters in Pemba diocese, Mozambique.

Ministering ANGELS in the
midst of violence and death

Ever since 2017 the far north of Mozam-
bique has been plagued by terrorism,
violence, exodus and death. Here, in
the diocese of Pemba, 59 religious
sisters are devoting themselves to
bringing solace in the midst of this un-
bearable suffering.

Sister Alphoncia Mmole from Tanzania
cares for orphaned children. “Many of
these children were forced to witness the

In April 2021 the Italian Comboni
missionary, Bishop Christian Carlassare
personally experienced the all-pervad-
ing violence gripping South Sudan.
Aged 43, he had just been appointed
Bishop of Rumbek, when armed men
broke into his house and shot at him.

)

Bishop Carlassare is appealing for peace.

murder of their own family members.
They came to me suffering deep psycho-
logical trauma and poor health. So I have
welcomed them lovingly and am striving
to give them confidence and hope for the
future”, she explains.

From time to time there are little miracles.
“One of the boys was quite wild and cruel
to his fellow pupils. On one occasion |
found him pressing a cushion over the
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face of another boy and on another occa-
sion, hitting him in the stomach with a flat
iron. | asked him if he wanted to see other
children wounded or even killed. He
looked at me, began to cry and shook his
head. Since then he has never been viol-
ent towards any of the other children
again.”

Sister Alphoncia herself had no easy child-
hood. “I suffered a great deal in my own
life”, she confesses. “In the past | preferred
to hide away and isolate myself. But
seeing the suffering of other people has
opened my eyes and my heart. The truth
is, | am a poor individual, helping other
poor people. Every day | stretch out my
hands to God and ask, where will our help
come from? The prayers and support we
receive from ACN give us the strength and
courage to continue our mission.”

For each of these 59 brave women who
by the love of God are striving to heal
what has been wounded and damaged
by hatred and violence, we are provid-
ing basic support (€600) for the coming
year. Will you help us, so these religious
sisters in the diocese of Pemba can con-
tinue to be ministering angels to the
weakest members of society?

d shepherds

South Sudan: only the Church is bringing hope.

He remained undeterred by the incident. On
the contrary, he saw this painful experience
as an opportunity to “be at one with the
wounds of the people and show that itisin-
deed possible to rise again”. When Pope
Francis visited South Sudan in 2023, Bishop
Carlassare travelled over 200 miles (400 km)
on foot, with a group of young people, to its
capital Juba. There are many other priests
in South Sudan promoting an end to the

violence and the peaceful coexistence of
all the people. What little they have they
share gladly with those still poorer than
themselves.

Your Mass Stipends provide indispens-
able support for those ministering in
Sudan. Will these good shepherds once
again be able to celebrate Mass for your
intentions this year?

2 Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.



MISSIONARIES IN HAITI AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA es

You too can be MISSIONARIES!

Needless to say, most of us don’t have the opportunity to travel to faraway lands
and proclaim the Gospel. Nevertheless, we can be missionaries through our

prayer and practical support.

Father Jean-Jacques Saint-Louis is a
Montfort missionary in Haiti. He writes,
“There is a powerful spiritual bond be-
tween ACN and ourselves, since we are all
working for the same goal, we are work-
ing to bring hope to the poor. This bond
is something that cannot be put into
words, but we feel it nonetheless.”

ACN is indirectly responsible for the fact
that he will be celebrating the 25 anni-
versary of his ordination this year - as the
charity supported the Montfort Mission-
aries in his parish when he was a boy. He
recalls how “These priests were totally
devoted to the task of building up the
Kingdom of God. Already by my First Holy
Communion | strongly felt the call of God,
and ever since then | have kept this flame
alive in my heart. And indeed as a child |
was able to drink water from a well dug
by one of the Montfort Fathers. He was a
German priest who died many years ago
already, but he was supported back then
by ACN. And so, without knowing it, you
were already helping me to become what
I am today.”

The situation in Haiti has worsened
alarmingly in recent years, as Father
Jean-Jacques tells us. “My country is

going through one of the worst moments
in its history. Every day we face insecurity
and political instability.” The Montfort
Fathers minister in five different dioceses,

Training catechists... soon they will be passing on the Faith.

not only addressing people’s immediate
material needs but also providing their
souls with nourishment and strength
through the Good News of Christ. Sadly,

Bishop Roszynski with his seminarians, celebrating in traditional tribal dress.

though, sects are spreading everywhere.
So now the missionaries in the diocese of
Jérémie want to train up lay catechists in
three of the parishes they run, so that
they too can help to pass on the true
Faith. Because “catechesis is a vital
source of joy and hope for our Catholic
faithful”, he explains.
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They need a total of €9,000 to fund
this missionary formation project that
will spread the Kingdom of God still
further.

The Church in Papua New Guinea also
needs your support.

Priests can find it difficult to carry out their
mission, especially in remote regions. A
number of the vast parishes here cover sev-
eral outlying islands. And many of the
people are simply overwhelmed by the
glaring clash between their traditional
tribal culture and modern life. Polish
Bishop J6zef Roszynski of Wewak diocese
has been a missionary in this country for 24
years now, and he is very happy that 15
young men from his diocese are currently
training to become priests.

However, he needs an additional
€30,000 this year for their training.
Please help us, so that more priests
who were born in the country can
continue the work of the European
missionaries who preceded them!

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need. 3



MISSIONARIES IN KAZAKHSTAN
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“CHRIST Himself is the greatest
missionary of all”
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Fathér leopold, celebrating Mass.

Father Leopold Kropfreiter was only meant to be spending five years in Kazakh-
stan. But that has already stretched to 17 years. And the priest, who was originally

from Austria, is now 45.

Pages could be written about his pastoral
work in this Central Asian nation, once part
of the Soviet Union. But Father Leopold
himself insists, “Christ Himself is the great-
est missionary of all.” He describes how a
Kazakh woman used to pass by the cathe-
dral every day, where they were holding
perpetual Adoration. One day she felt she
was being called to go inside. At the spot
where the Blessed Sacrament was exposed
she saw a brilliant light, brighter than any-
thing she had ever seen before. She was so
terrified that she turned around and ran
straight home. But after calming down, she
wanted to find out more about it. From
then on she spent time every day in front
of the Blessed Sacrament, in order to be
“near this Light”. She knew nothing about
the Eucharist, Jesus, or the Church. One
day she asked the priest, “What is that?” He
replied, “It is Jesus!” Eventually, this
woman was baptised, and today she is one
of the pillars of the Catholic community in
Astana, Father Leopold tells us.

The story of Svetlana, a young woman
who spent her youth in a state orphanage,

also impressed him. When she came of
age, they sent her away with absolutely
no support, leaving her hungry and alone
in the bitter cold. One night, in a dream,
she saw Jesus walking through the
crowds, healing the sick and helping the
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needy. Soon after that a priest arrived in
her village. After praying together with the
people he started giving out clothing to
those in need. Svetlana was given a coat,
just as she had dreamed. Father Leopold
reflects on this episode: “Often we simply
don’t realise that God really wants to en-
list us as His co-workers. Some kind per-
son donated this coat, and this very same
coat saved a young woman from the cold
and kindled the flame of Faith in her! Kind
deeds are never done in vain!”

But he stresses that the work of the
Church in Kazakhstan would be imposs-
ible without the support of ACN. The
charity’s aid is essential to build up
the Church’s structures, and moreover
her work with the people. “We must
be courageous, innovative and open
in proclaiming Christ as our Lord and
Redeemer”, he concludes.

ACN is supporting priests in Kazakhstan
by providing vehicles to cover their vast
parishes. We are also providing basic
support for religious brothers and
sisters, essential renovation work on
Church-related buildings and support
for their youth apostolate. “Your sup-
port is an enormous help to us in our
work?”, says Father Leopold. “May God
reward you for everything!”

\.
Prayer is their life: young Catolics in Kazakhstan.

4 Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.



MISSIONARIES ON THE AMAZON

:):)j‘
pliV\ & C l“
from

11 ?"“0‘

“He taught the peop
tells us. Shortly.'aftef_
cast out their netsan
regions of the world toda f’J s
and so once again tﬁi@n
ing Christ’s message
boat.
—;—"'-E'_'.-"'
ofthxs:n-?"‘:amr-*

Something 5|m|lar-

lous catch of flsh”W’;fl;fé';ﬂ 5 { -
result of the ministry- —— oY

Father Paolino Baida’ss”—'___ W /
In"1968, when he_fi N
rived in the-diocese of Rmf

Branco in the Amazc -rﬁena

of western Brazll there'Was.no )
priest, and many ofws had~

drifted away from the Church-and even
gone over to the sects:But when he died in
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Andyet |n|t|ally, things had seemed very-drfferent Inthe very
first week after arriving, this Italian missionary.of the Congrega-
tion of the Servants of Mary almost died of malarla Thefactthat
he even survived and continued to work for 48years in the pa-
rish of Sena Madureira was already approachingamiracle. Even
at the age of almost 90, Father Paolino continued to travel long
journeys in his simple boat, often for weeks on end, visiting the
people. And he-always wore a life jacket and a motorcycle hel-
met on these perilous voyages, as he could not even swim. The
cause for his beatification was opened in 2022.

Again and again we receive appeals for help from priests who
need a sturdy and powerful boat in order to reach the many
riverside communities in the rainforest. Not only do they need
to cover long distances but at the same time cope with rapids,
floating trees and sudden rainstorms, which frequently turn
their pastoral travels into perilous adventures. A reliable
motorboat allows them to more quickly and safely reach their
destination, where the faithful are eagerly awaiting them.

Father Bruno Nirmal is from India and working as a missionary
in the prelature of Itacoatiara, in Brazil. Thanks to your help, he
already has a boat. He tells us, “The people have a deep faith
and are thirsting for the Mass, the Eucharist and for God. When
the priest arrives, they drop everything and hurry to greet him.”

Sometimes, priests have told us, dying people even seem to
hang on and wait in order to be able to finally receive the Sac-
raments, before dying peacefully soon after. The riverboats are
also frequently used to transport the sick, and one missionary
told us of a time when a baby was actually born on his boat!

It is thanks to your generous support that Jesus is able to
reach these remote rainforest settlements today. And the
missionaries often report with wonderment on the “miracu-
lous catch” of souls that results. Please continue to help
them, so that their devoted pastoral ministry need not suffer
the threat of shipwreck!

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need. 5



A greeting from our new President

Dear benefactors,

Pope Leo XIV has appointed me as
President of the international Catholic
charity ACN, a foundation of pontifical
right. | am most grateful to the Holy
Father for the trust he has placed in me
and | look forward to this new task. For
I have known and admired ACN for
many long years, initially on account
of its work in Switzerland, where | was
formerly Bishop of Basel and took part
in various educational and prayer
events. And now, in my present role as
Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting
Christian Unity, | am still very close to
this organisation. For ACN itself is also at the service of Christian unity in sup-
porting projects in many different local Churches around the world and also in
other Christian Churches, and thereby promoting a harmonious coexistence
with the Catholic Church.

One particular and notable service of ACN that | admire is the way this charity
reminds us again and again just how many Christians in the world are perse-
cuted on account of their faith and killed, even today. We must not forget the
martyrs in today’s world but always accompany them with our solidarity, our
practical support and above all our prayers. Again and again | hear from perse-
cuted Christians just how greatly it helps them to know that we are keeping
them in our prayers.

ACN reminds us of the critical situations faced by many believers and local
Churches, evoking the beautiful admonition of St Paul in his first letter to the
Corinthians: “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (12:26). | see this as one
of the most beautiful images of what our Catholic Faith understands by the word
“Church”. Itis the living Body of Christ, with many members, all complementing
one another and dependent on one another.

This reciprocal help flows from love for those who suffer and is at the same time
a response to the great love which God bestows on us. For our acts of charity
are powerful and credible only if we perform them as an “echo”- a reflection -
a mirror of that love with which the living God always richly blesses us.

| wish you all a prayerful Lenten season in preparation for the great pascal gift
of the Resurrection of the Lord, and | gladly take this opportunity to thank you
most warmly for your generosity as benefactors. And | look forward to remaining

in touch with you in time to come.
Vot ot 1

Cardinal Kurt Koch
President of ACN

Regina Lynch
Executive President,

1 B ACN (International)
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Deor Friends,

In December 2011 Pope Benedict XVI
elevated Aid to the Church in Need to
the status of a pontifical foundation.
This great honour confirmed our char-
ity’s close link to Peter’s successors
since the very beginning of ACN in
1947. Our pontifical statutes even
state that the Foundation “is ani-
mated by faithful obedience and devo-
tion to the Roman Pontiff” (Art.4 §1).

Pope Benedict appointed His Emi-
nence Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, then
Prefect of the Dicastery for the Clergy,
as the first President of the Pontifical
Foundation. He went on to lead ACN
until late 2025 when he reached 81
years of age. We are most grateful to
Cardinal Piacenza for being a steady
and trusted mentor who guided us
with great wisdom.

Now our new pontiff, Pope Leo XIV, has
blessed ACN by appointing His Emi-
nence Cardinal Kurt Koch as our new
President. Swiss-born Cardinal Koch,
who is Prefect of the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Christian Unity, knows ACN
well as a result of our work with other
Churches, especially in the countries
of the Middle East where Christians
are a dwindling minority.

We welcome Cardinal Koch and com-
mend him to your prayers. It is a great
privilege to have him leading ACN in
its service to the suffering and perse-
cuted Church.

Qa.dy;m L\(“J”

Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need Editor: Stephen Axisa

Please use the envelope. Aid to the Church in Need, 35/3, Mdina Road,

Attard, ATD 9038; Tel: 21487818; Fax: 21586257

APS Bank, IBAN: MT72 APSB 7705 7008 5772 2000 1771 733, BIC: APSBMTMT
Email: info@acnmalta.org - facebook//Aid to the Church in Need Malta

e» Pass this leaflet on to your neighbours, friends or leave it at the Parish
Church for others to review.

Publisher: Aid to the Church in Need,
35/3, Mdina Road, Attard, ATD 9038
Printed in Malta

De licentia competentis auctoritatis
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