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Emmanuel* carries his three-
year-old daughter in his arms: 

“What has she done to deserve 
this?”, he asks. “Why should  
we leave our homes and live  
like this?”
The young Christian and his family are 
among vast numbers of people who fled 
as Islamic State attacked ancient towns 
and villages in northern Iraq. 

Aid to the Church in Need staff met 
Emmanuel and his family during an 
emergency fact-finding trip to Erbil, the 
capital of the Kurdish north. 

This report describes how – thanks to 
your charity – ACN is offering urgent 
help: food, shelter and medicine. 

ACN is providing support to people 
traumatised by extremists who told 
them: convert or die. 

Your compassion – given to a faithful 
people forced from their ancient Biblical 
homelands – is a sure sign  
that Christ’s light still shines amid 
darkness and despair. 

The suffering in Iraq, Syria and beyond 
inflicted on Yizidis and moderate 
Muslims as well as Christians shows 
that the struggle for religious liberty  
is a defining issue of our times. 

Pope Francis has described religious 
freedom as “a fundamental right of 
man, reflecting his highest dignity”.

The call to stand up for faith and 
freedom is for many the difference

between liberty and incarceration,  
life and death.

Thanking ACN for standing shoulder-
to-shoulder with his suffering people, 
Patriarch Louis Raphael I Sako of 
Baghdad urged us to continue in  
acts of prayer and self-sacrifice. 

He stated: “There is still hope for  
the Christians in Iraq but only if  
we act now.”  

(*His name has been changed for security reasons.) 

Light in the Darkness
Help and hope for those escaping extremism in Iraq and across the Middle East

ACN UK’s National Director 
Neville Kyrke-Smith describes 
a visit to a children’s home 
outside the Lebanese capital,  
Beirut, run by the Good 
Shepherd Sisters: 

“In the heat, the Sisters show me the 
dormitories and then I meet a few of 
the children.

“One girl, aged 13 years, wears a T-shirt 
with English on it. Mia won a prize for 
her English recently and I speak to her. 

“Only as we walk away does the Sister 
tell me that Mia’s mother died last 
week. Mia is from Syria and has no 
one else in the world.”

Mia is one of many children arriving at 
the home having escaped Iraq and Syria. 

Neville said afterwards: “As a father,  
if I could have, I would have adopted 
Mia on the spot – but the Sisters 
make a family and provide a safe, 
loving environment. 

“This is a loving home, with laughter 
and tears – a place of healing.”  

ACN is providing emergency help – 
food and shelter – amid an increasing 
surge of refugees desperate to escape 
violence and destitution. 

Good Shepherd Sister Micheline said: 
“Your help is a sign of God’s love. We 
feel we are all part of one church – 
everyone praying for us. Thank you 
very much.”  
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There is still  
hope for the 
Christians in  
Iraq but only  
if we act now.

Latest ACN emergency help for the Middle East

£40,000 Lebanon Food and shelter for refugees in Bekaa Valley supported by the Good Shepherd Sisters

£77,000 Iraq Food and shelter for displaced people from Mosul fleeing Islamic State forces 

£40,000 Gaza Medical aid and shelter

£77,000 Iraq Food and shelter for displaced people fleeing Islamic State forces entering Nineveh

£290,000 Syria Emergency aid in Aleppo and elsewhere in Syria

Sister Micheline with refugee youngsters 
in Lebanon supported by you

Smiling in spite of the pain: youngsters  who escaped persecution in northern Iraq

Keeping hope alight  
in a troubled region

Soon after Islamic State overran Mosul, 
reports emerged that the occupying 
forces were daubing the homes of 
Christians in Iraqi city with Arabic ‘N’  
for ‘Nazarene’ (Christian). 

Aid to the Church in Need friends and 
benefactors have taken part in online 
campaigns and public demonstrations 
using the Arabic ‘N’ for Nazarene 
as a symbol in the struggle against 
persecution. Visit www.acnmalta.org/
mosulcrisis for more information  



Please offer hope by making a kind donation to support these and other similar projects around the world www.acnmalta.org21487818

Her eyes full of sorrow, 
a mother reaches into 
a pocket and pulls out 
a photograph of her  
son, Salman. 
The 43-year-old had been shot through 
the head three times in Mosul. 

His mother and her other son – 
standing alongside her – had taken 
refuge in a nearby village close to  
the ancient monastery of Mar Matti 
(St Matthew). 

But when the village was overrun by 
Islamic State forces, they fled a 

second time to Kurdish northern 
Iraq where ACN is providing 
emergency help. 

As they grieve a much-loved son 
and brother, they reflect on reports 
that for the first time in 1,600 years, 
there is no Sunday Mass in Mosul.

And all because the last remaining 
Christians were forced out. 

One father, Raeed, told how he, his 
wife and three young children were 
told they could not leave the city 
unless they handed over everything – 
mobile phones, watches, camera, cash. 

The gunmen even demanded Raeed 
hand over the battery of his six-
year-old son’s hearing aid.  

“Erbil is overwhelming. Up to 
70,000 displaced people are 
to be found in this area of the 
Kurdish city spread out across 
22 reception points. We are 
told that Islamic State forces 
are 20 miles from here.”
Thus begins a report by an ACN 
delegation which at short notice 
travelled to northern Iraq to see 
the situation on the ground and to 
assess the most urgent needs. 

The report goes on: “Ankawa – a 
Christian town on the edge of Erbil – 
is one vast waiting room. 

There are thousands upon 
thousands of faces but only one 

story: they were threatened because 
of their Christian faith and are lucky 
to be alive. 

Around St Joseph’s Cathedral 
there are 670 families. A makeshift 
tarpaulin shelters them from the 
harsh elements. 

Most of the people are huddled  
in small groups, sitting on  
sleeping mats. 

Everywhere we hear the unanimous 
cry: ‘Help us, we cannot continue  
like this. 

‘We, the Christians of Iraq are victims 
of disaster, holding out our hands in 
the hope that someone will save us 
from death.’ ” 

‘�We cannot continue 
like this’

www.acnmalta.org

Love and grief

Your help for Iraq  
and Syria’s dispossessed
Aid to the Church in Need has given 
nearly £160,000 for Iraqis forced from 
their homes by Islamic State.
In neighbouring Syria, where vast tracts 
of the country are held by Islamic State, 
Aid to the Church in Need has provided 
£290,000 of emergency aid.

This includes support for Sister Annie 
Demerjian and her team helping 
families remaining in Aleppo. 

“This country is drenched with 
blood… I cannot go on living here”, 
the man lamented. 
The man and his wife had lost their son, 
David.  He was killed by a bomb when 
Islamic State seized Qaraqosh  – the last 
Christian majority city in Iraq.

His family has no passports, but they 
keep repeating that they want to  
leave Iraq.

As Islamic State attempts to establish 
a caliphate across the Middle East, it  
has taken control of a swathe of Iraq  
and Syria and has made incursions  
into Lebanon. 

Islamic State is inspired by the extremist 
Wahhabi school of Sunni Islam, which 
does not tolerate the presence of other 
faiths – expelling Christians, Yazidis, and 
other religious minorities from the areas 
they have seized.

Vatican II teaches: “It is a violation of  
the will of God… when force is brought  
to bear in any way in order to destroy  
or repress religion.” 

Please pray for an end to oppression  
so that people may live out their faith  
in freedom.

Iraqi Christians and other minorities have 
suffered a fatal blow. 120,000 Christians alone 
have been forced to flee their homes, leaving 
behind everything to be looted by extremists – 
and just for being Christians. The international 
community cannot be indifferent to our plight.
Patriarch Louis Raphael I Sako of Baghdad

Islamic State – destroying 
freedom by force

Following the collapse of the city’s 
infrastructure, food and water are 
scarce – and infestations of rats, 
snakes and other vermin have made 
matters worse. 

Sister Annie said: “If we want the 
Christians to remain in the Middle 
East, then we must help them with 
what they need in order to survive.”

A displaced Iraqi Christian woman holds a 
picture of her son who was killed by extremists 

A young mother mourns  
the loss of her son, David

Chaldean Catholic Patriarch Louis Raphael I Sako of Baghdad

Displaced Christians queue up for their meals 

outside St Joseph’s Cathedral, Ankawa, near Erbil

A baby sleeps alongside youngsters  

under a bridge in Kurdish northern Iraq
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